services rendered by the Soviet Army in the salvation of
European civilization are universally known.
The So-viet Union suffered severe ravages in the war
against Hitler Germany. Our country lost millions of its
people and suffered enormous material damage. The So-
viet Government and the entire Soviet people cannot permit
that this be forgotten.
It is necessary to recall here what the war cost the
Soviet Union.
The expenditure of the Soviet State on the war with
Germany, as well as with Japan, and the loss of income
sustained by state enterprises, cooperatives, collective farms
and the population of the Soviet Union- as a result of the
occupation run into an enormous sum. In the period of
the war alone this expenditure and loss of income amount-
ed to not less than 357,000 unillion dollars.
To this sum must be added the damage caused to our
state and our population as a result of the enormous de-
struction and depredation suffered by state, cooperative and
personal property in the territory occupied by the enemy.
The Extraordinary State Commission, composed of some
of the country's most eminent public figures, has estimated
this direct damage in the territory which suffered occu-
pation at 128,000 million dollars.
To make clear the enormity of this total of direct losses
sustained by our country, I shall remind you that the
German fascist invaders and their satellites completely or
partially destroyed or burned down 1,710 towns and over
70,000 villages and hamlets; burned down or demolished
over 6,000,000 buildings and deprived about 25,000,000
people of shelter; destroyed 31,850 industrial enterprises,
which employed about 4,000,000 workers; they. destroyed
65,000 kilometres of -railway track, 4,100 railway stations;
they Destroyed and sacked 98,000 collective farms, 1,876